P R E S S   R E L E A S E
CITY OF PANA FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES GRANT


Acting Mayor Steve Sipes has been notified by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources that the Pana Fire Department has been chosen to receive an award of Federal Financial Assistance.  The award is in the amount of $5,546.00 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service FFY06 Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant program.  The grant will provide 50% of the funding for the purchase of fire fighting equipment.   The funds are intended to supplement other funds for Volunteer Fire assistance for projects to organize, train and equip local firefighting forces, to prevent, control and suppress fire threatening human lives, crops, livestock, farmsteads or other improvements, pastures, orchards, wildlife, rangeland, woodland and other resources in rural areas.   


The grant will allow the Pana Department to purchase equipment for their brush truck including a brush grill guard, alcohol resistant foam, Pro/Pac foam unit, 2100 gallon portable tank, hose, barrel strainer, Indian backpack extinguisher, floating hose strainer, ground sweep extinguisher nozzle assembly, aluminum truck tool boxes and firefighter gloves.    The Pana Fire Department will match the grant funding and a total of $11,092.00 will go toward the purchase of the equipment for the brush truck.

Acting Mayor Sipes reported that this is the second grant that the Pana Fire Department 
has received in the last 30 days.     March 9th Sipes was notified by the Department of Homeland 

Security – Federal Emergency Management Administration that a grant for 10 sets of personal 

protective turn out gear for the firemen and an institutional washer for the firehouse was awarded to the 

Pana Department.   That Grant with the local match total $24,395.     The two grants, with local match 

will total $35,487.      


Acting Mayor Sipes stated that, “these programs are a continuation of the efforts of his 

administration and the Pana City Council to supply the Pana Fire Department with the tools that 

they need to protect the Community and the local fire service area.”     Sipes noted that the Grant was the 
result of a combined effort with Fire Chief Rod Bland and Jim Deere, Director of the Pana Office of 
Development.   

